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Financial Entrustment Following a Severe Brain Injury in a Post Acute Setting

Background

Instrumental activities of daily living IADLs] can be significantly
impacted ag a mesult ol & tragimatic brain ingury (TEI

Financial capadity (FC)is a core pepect al independent g
which is frequently affected post-TEI. In a stsdy axamining 34
partcipents with moderate to severe T a8 30 days and 6 months
post-injury, it was estimated that up to 30% of persans with a TRI
eapenenoe difficultes with managing finances independerly
|Marte & al., 20020

FC is a multidimensional canstruct, which encompasses the
ability to efficiently manage ore's finances, FC can range fram
makinig simple moneymathematical calculations ta miore
cormplen lasks, Juch as decisicn-making regsrding investmeants
Im@alrmants in FC can impeda a person’s ability to function
independently (Surderaraman et al., 3018].

-

e longitudinal study faurd that following a TEI, patients
initially present vith & leds of Fnancial Skilities, aver Lime ey
may damanstrate some Imgrovement in simple firancial sklls
bt continue ba be mmpaired on more comples financal domans
and caerall financial capaciny (Dreer ot al,, 2013)

Perloempnoe-baded vegls ol FC e ranely wsed in research an mild
tomoderate brain injury [TBI), but they may functicn 25 a link
betwesn cogritive smpairment and reat-warld functioning [Clark
&t al,, F0301

Objecti

Purpose: The goal of this stedy wis to determine if there
is a correlation betwesn the Texas Functignal Living Scale
(TFLS) total score and the financial entrustrment status of
adults with chronle severe acquired brain injurles [ABI).

Hypothesis: Severely impaired performance on the TFLS
total score [t-score < 25] will be correlated with financial
entrustrment.

Methodology

# Al participants were enrdlled in past-aoute rehabililalion services a0 multi-site day realment program in New Jemey
& Archival data oolected Derwesn 2002 and 2021 Irgm neurppEycbalegice] evaliastions of resideniis] AB patients
# Exclusion criteriaincluded: those whd were below the age of 18 or above the age of T individuals with missing dsta; individusls whao

wire urshle 1o compliebe the Texas Functional Living Scale (TFLS]; and thode with time Since sjury ks than bao pears

Sample Characteristics

102 Pamicipants (31 Females, T1 Males), all of wham had chronic severs ABI
Agag 06 Do 75 years old (1 = #9080, 50= 11,16}
Mesn years of educaticn = 12600050 = 2.03]
Ertrusted pasticgpante= 55, Financially indeperdent [Nol entrusted )= 47
Tirre post-irgury ir peard (M=23 43, SD=12.4%)
Measures
Teoas Furctionald Living Scale (TFLS|: & total T-score =40 (independent functioning], T-scare 26-40 { mild-to-maderate impairment) and
T-score <35 [sewre impairment)
Dualitative Intarvieas with program directars and clinical case managers
Finarscial Entrustmient Status Indhviduals Become financially antrusted IF thare is cancem fram tha clinical team ar caregaers
resgarding the Ind vidual with ABIs ability to manage thedr own finances, ganerally msultng fram an incident of corcarn (. baing
taken adwartage of in a scamfinancial exploitation) Hﬁl!lﬁ
Results af the Bancrod Risk Assessment farm
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TR o o eoars
ndependent samples (-fescs A2, 1000= 4,204, p< 000 sugpested thal those whe ane emrusted (B=39.47,_ 50=9,31} had lower TFLS
total scores than those who were not entrusted (M=3T.49, S0=9.88]. The TFLS total t-score was pasitively comalabed with years of
education, Pest-hoc imdependent ssmples t-fest based on the TFLS cutoff scores revealed significant differences in sntrostmert
status amangst individuals in the mild-moderate TELS cutof range FI2, £51=2.160, p=.018], whireas thase who wese not entashed
hanve higher scores (M=35.41, 50=334] than those whio we e entrusted (M=32.46, 50=5.32].

Discussion
»  The results of the sbudy supported the main bypathesis, in
that partici pants whe had leser TELS tols] -so0nes wane mang
likcly to be financially embrusted.

» Motahly, there were s participants whea had low TFLS total
-siares byt were fol ertrusted. Conversely b e 11
participants wiha had highsr TFLS togal t-5o0nes vaha ware
financially entrusted. Possible reasons and important poirts
T chis imclisda:

Asspssng financial abilities is beyord prospective
memory ar sempde mathimoney caloulations as
measured an the TFLS

Factars such as executivs dysregulation, impulsivity,
fisk ol explaitation, e, ancl b Tactors are niot
considered im the TFLS and are among top reasons
witry individuals became enbusted in this sample.

s The TFLS tofal t-score was posilively correlated vith years of
educatan, petantially due ta otk mediating wariables such
& cogniiive reserve, which could be further explared in future
siuidias

s i sdddticon 1o the TELS, evaleations shauld alsa mcude
assessments af & paricipant’s behadars and leved of
assistance reguined during the evaluation and in dasdy life.

» The scares earmed an the TFLS may nat directly relate to the
persen s day [0 day Funclianing

& The level arsd quality ol suppa provided by Tamily members
and clinical staff can also significantly impact a partcipant's
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